PROTOR Tutorial : User Text Facility

Don Davies. Prosig Ltd.  May 2002
Summary

PROTOR supports a message database into which a user may add text to be associated with a particular event or instance in time. This text is input and viewed through the PROTOR Historic module.

Operation

The PROTOR Historic module provides the facility to annotate data by adding text associated with a particular time and date. 

This "User Text" facility is only available when viewing data when the X-axis is time.

To add some User Text then arrange the display to view the period of data of interest and click on the Add Text Button.
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A dialog box will pop-up to allow the input of user text.  If you move the mouse into the data area a vertical cursor will be drawn. Move this cursor to the date and time you wish to annotate. When at the correct position click the left-hand mouse button. The Date and Time of this position will appear in the date field within the dialog box. Now move the cursor and click over the text field within this dialog box. You may now enter the text you wish to use for annotation. When the text has been entered click on the Apply button to enter the text into the database.
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When the text has been entered it will be shown by a marker pin above the graph area at the identified date and time.
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When viewing the data it is possible to identify the text fields by moving the mouse over the marker pins and clicking. The marker closest to the cursor will be identified and the user text shown centrally over the pin.
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You may also view the user text fields for the period of data on display by clicking on the View Text Button. A menu will be displayed showing all text fields for the period in reverse chronological order.
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You may use this menu to edit or delete any user text. Click on the entry to modify. It will become highlighted. 

You may delete this entry by clicking on the Delete button at the bottom of the menu. 

When you click on the entry its text is loaded into the edit field at the top of the menu. You may now change or add to this text field. When complete click on the "Apply Editted Text" button to update the database entry.
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You may perform a fuller search of the text database by using the User Text Data Select option from the main Data option within Historic. This option brings up a menu similar to the View Text menu but which allows the text database to be searched over a specified period. On entry the period is set to the current data view period. You may change the start date and end date for the search by specifying the Day (1-31), Month (1-12) and Year. Click on the Search Apply button to view all user text within that period. 

Note that the maximum number of text entries is limited to 64 per search , if your selection yields more entries than this maximum you will need to refine you search further.
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This example shows the user text entries for a 1 month period from 3rd Apr 2002 to 9th May 2002.
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Now we have refined the search to the period 1st May to 7th May.
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The database search also provides a simple text search facility. You may enter a text string into the Search Text field. When you next select Search Apply then only user text entries over the specified date range which contain the specified text are shown.

In this example we have performed a search for all text containing the word Speed.

Note the text search is case sensitive. A search will be made for the exact sequence of characters within the text entries.
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When you have performed a database search then you may select an individual entry. With the entry highlighted if you now click on the Goto button then the data display will be redrawn with the selected entry appearing centrally within the display.
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